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hana is one of the biggest producers of gold

in Africa and the world.! Gold contributes

significantly to Ghana’s economy, and small-scale

mining—an important means of income for many
low-income Ghanaian households—produces about 30
percent of Ghana’s total gold output.? Under Ghanaian law,
small-scale gold mining is reserved for Ghanaians, but the
boom in gold prices in the 2000s and Ghana’s unprotected
gold wealth drew thousands of Chinese miners to Ghana
who started mining for gold illegally.* Known locally as
galamsey, illegal gold mining by Chinese migrants in Ghana
has had devastating effects on the economy, the environment,
communities, and women’s security.

The Ghanaian government has adopted several measures to
curb the proliferation of illegal mining, but these measures
have been ineffective because of government incompetence,
severe corruption, a weak judiciary system, rampant violence
in communities, and the complicity of locals.

Civil society can play an important role in dealing with

the adverse effects of galamsey. Civil society organizations
(CSOs) are particularly important in raising awareness in
communities, helping curb violence, protecting women

and pressuring the government to be accountable and
transparent. This policy brief looks at small-scale mining

in Ghana and the growing problems associated with illegal
Chinese miners. It lays out the obstacles that government and
local communities face in curbing galamsey and relates how
CSOs are pushing for solutions. We conclude by providing
recommendations for more active civil society engagement,
both nationally and transnationally.

Small-Scale Mining in Ghana

Indigenous small-scale mining dates back to the 15th century
in Ghana. It is an important means of livelihood for many
rural people, who use the income from mining to supplement
meagre farming income. Ghanaian small-scale mining may
be second only to agriculture in its ability to create jobs and
boost the economy.* About one million people work directly
in the sector, and approximately four million work in services
dependent on small-scale mining.’

With so many Ghanaians practicing small-scale mining, the
government felt the need to regulate mining practices to
streamline the sector’s contribution to the economy, regulate
the use of resources by small-scale miners, and provide
official marketing channels for gold that the sector produced.®
In 1989, the government passed the Small-Scale Gold Mining
Act, which introduced a licensing process. However, the
process is highly bureaucratic, expensive, time-consuming,
and riddled with corruption. Only those with money and
political connections can secure licenses. Thus the process
discourages many Ghanaians without money and influence
from applying for and obtaining legal licenses. Since villages
depended greatly on the mining sector, unlicensed small-
scale mining continued.”

The scale of illegal mining expanded greatly in the 2000s,
when Ghana’s gold reserves and the surge in gold prices
attracted many foreign miners from neighboring Burkina
Faso, Cote d’Ivoire and countries such as Russia, Armenia,
and China. Ghana saw an especially large influx of
experienced Chinese miners.
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Two main reasons explain the influx of Chinese miners.® First,
China’s economic liberalization led many Chinese migrant
workers to come to Africa for work in a range of industries.
With its ample unprotected gold reserves, Ghana proved
attractive to Chinese gold diggers. Second, the majority of the
Chinese miners in Ghana come from the Guangxi autonomous
region in China, a region with a long history of gold mining
and expertise in advanced mining techniques. About 50,000
Chinese miners have flocked to Ghana over the past decade
and have been illegally mining gold.’

Effects of Chinese Illegal Mining

Unregulated and illegal mining by Chinese migrants

has severely challenged the Ghanaian government, local
communities and rural populations. It has compromised the
local economy and security, particularly the well-being and
security of women. In response, the government passed the
2006 Minerals and Mining Act, which “reserved” small-scale
mining for Ghanaian citizens, and instituted the Alternative
Livelihood and Community Mining Program, which sought
to diversify sources of livelihood in mining areas. But because
of widespread government corruption among national and
local officials, their implementation was unsuccessful."
Therefore, Chinese miners’ galamsey continues.

Economic and Environmental Impacts

Chinese investors bought up plots of lands from local farmers
and landowners and replaced farmlands with gold mines.
Farmhands lost their jobs, and overall food production
declined. In addition, the influx of Chinese miners increased
housing prices, which in turn led to an increase of homeless
people.!! Lastly, Chinese miners introduced technologies
such as dredging and advanced excavators, replacing low-
tech, traditional mining techniques, increasing productivity
and making it difficult for Ghanaian small-scale miners to
compete with them.

The use of advanced technology has also polluted remaining
farms lands and rivers nearby with dust, cyanide and
mercury.'? Major rivers such as the Pra, Ankobra and Birim—
essential for supplying water in Western and Eastern Ghana—
have been polluted by mining runoff.”* This pollution has
depressed farm productivity and the livelihoods of people who
depend on farming. In addition, the consistent use of mercury
in gold extraction has also harmed people’s health, which in
turn has made them unable to work and earn a living."*

Community Security

An increase in robberies, violence, and other criminal
activity accompanied the influx of Chinese miners. Attacks
on Chinese migrants increased as local resentment grew. In
response, the Chinese miners acquired weapons to protect
themselves.”” Some became involved in the illegal buying and
selling of arms.'® In many mining communities, the use and
trafficking of narcotics also increased.”

Some observers worried that the loss of local livelihoods and
the increase in security problems were bound to multiply
locals’ grievances, thereby making communities vulnerable
to recruitment by violent extremist groups. Violent protests
have on occasion broken out over grievances in local mining
communities in Ghana.'®

Impact on Women

The majority of women in Ghana’s small-scale mining
communities work on cocoa farms under abysmal
conditions. Many supplement their meagre farming incomes
by working in illegal mines. Often, women force their
children to work in the mines to help supplement the family
income." Women’s weak economic standing has made them
quite dependent on galamsey, and government crackdowns
on Chinese illegal mining have hit them hard.?® Although
the government has acknowledged women’s economic
vulnerability, its efforts thus far have not been directed
toward reducing women’s dependency on illegal mining.*!

The arrival of Chinese miners has also led to increased
prostitution and sexual exploitation and abuse. Some women
provide sexual favors to miners in exchange for money. In

so doing, they expose themselves to arrest, as prostitution

is illegal in Ghana. As a result, they become vulnerable to
extortion and corruption. Equally worrisome is the sexual
abuse of women employed by Chinese miners.” These
women, as well as their children, are discriminated against
and ostracized by local communities.”

Government Responses

Prior to 2013, the Ghanaian government paid little attention
to the proliferation of Chinese migrants in the small-scale
mining sector. Although the government did pass the
Minerals and Mining Act in 2006, the law was undermined
by corrupt officials taking bribes from Chinese miners to
allow them to continue mining.

When news media began reporting on galamsey issues in
2013, the government felt pressure to respond. President
John Mahama established a task force made up of military
personnel and other state security forces.** The task force
was instrumental in deporting over 4,500 Chinese miners
and the seizure of mining equipment, but it also attempted
to curtail illegal mining by Ghanaians.” During presidential
and parliamentary electoral campaigns in 2016, however,
the Mahama government held back on enforcement against
Ghanaians due to pressures from some communities that
threatened to vote against it for attempting to stop them from
working in galamsey mines.*
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After Mahamass electoral defeat, the new government under
President Nana Akufo-Addo nonetheless sought to reinforce
the ban on illegal mining. In 2017, an Inter-Ministerial
Committee on Illegal Mining was set up to deal with the
problem.” The new government also launched Operation
Vanguard, which deployed 400 military and police officials
in centers of illegal mining.”® An Alternative Livelihood and
Community Mining Program is also in place to train those
previously involved in small-scale mining for work in other
sectors. All have failed to curb illegal mining.

Obstacles to Curbing Galamsey

The lack of government success in curbing galamsey is due
to a variety of reasons, key among them are the corruption
of government officials and heavy-handed crackdowns by
the security forces. Other reasons include a weak judicial
infrastructure and complicit local populations that directly
benefit from illegal mining.

Corruption. Some task force officials and local police take
bribes to “look the other way” and thus reap the benefits
of illegal mining.” Chinese miners boast about their “good
working relationships” with local police. Indeed, Chinese
miners who are caught and detained are usually let go after

they pay fines and are thus free to resume their illegal activities.

The lack of law enforcement transparency around who is
arrested and released makes it difficult for civil society actors
to protest or counter illegal mining. On occasion, prosecutions
of Chinese miners have been halted without reasonable
justification and their seized equipment returned to them.*

Weak enforcement of anti-galamsey laws and complicit
officials make combating corruption particularly difficult.
In January 2020, the Ministry of Environment, Science,
Technology and Innovation, which has oversight over the
galamsey issue, revealed that about 500 excavators seized
from illegal miners had gone missing, calling into question
the vigilance of local authorities in policing the galamsey
problem.” Miners have relocated to more remote areas
where authorities are less likely to discover them. This move
“underground” to wait it out shows that the security forces’
vigilance waxes and wanes, making efforts to combat illegal
mining inconsistent and, therefore, ineffective.*

Violence. Crackdowns by security forces have led to violence
without effectively containing illegal mining. Both the
Ghanaian and the Chinese communities have suffered the
repercussions of this violence. Children and minors have
been targets of violent raids. A 16-year-old Chinese boy

was shot while fleeing a crackdown by Ghanaian forces.”
Families in China worry about family members who have
been targeted in crackdown operations, as they receive no
communication from Ghanaian authorities when their
children or siblings are jailed or killed.*

Some aggrieved local authorities have incited young
Ghanaians from the mining communities to engage in
violence. In April 2020, a group of youth in eastern Ghana,
with the support of a local assembly, set ablaze mining
equipment belonging to Chinese miners and put the lives of
many community members at risk.”

The ineffectiveness of government efforts has angered many
local residents. In October 2016, some residents in Western
Ghana violently demonstrated against Chinese miners,
vandalizing government buildings and other infrastructure.*

Because miners carry cutlasses, shovels, and other mining
equipment as weapons, they have been ready to attack at

the slightest misunderstandings with communities or law
enforcement officials, increasing the violence of attacks.
Illegal miners have also armed themselves to protest closures
of some illegal pits, causing panic and insecurity.”

Weak Judiciary. Those arrested on galamsey charges typically
face minimal consequences. Beyond the problem of bribery,
the legal and judicial process is slow. Thus many who are
arrested post bail and quickly return to the field.*®

Local Complicity. Galamsey provides ready income for many
local people, much more than what farming offers or even
compared with the government’s initiative on alternative
livelihoods.*® Thus some individuals would rather sell land
for galamsey, work in galamsey fields, or protect perpetrators
by failing to report their activities. In some cases, community
members clash directly with security forces seeking to
prevent galamsey.*® Chiefs and family heads and custodians
of communal and family lands in Ghana have seen large
plots of land go to the highest bidder: foreign miners with no
interest in sustainable mining to preserve the environment
for future generations.”

In sum, illegal mining has not ceased despite some government
efforts. Miners have become more likely to conceal their
activities, however, making it more difficult for authorities

to curb their activities or find other solutions.*> Ghanaian
communities, meanwhile, have become more dependent on
illegal mining, exposing them to violence and destitution.

The Role of Civil Society

CSOs can play an important role in curbing the proliferation
of illegal Chinese mining activities in Ghana and alleviating
its negative impacts on communities. CSOs have the standing
to reach both the government and the people and can
strategically position themselves as mediators.
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Local civil society groups have been instrumental in
pressuring the Ghanaian government to take action on illegal
mining.” Ghanaian CSOs have publicized the impact of
galamsey on the environment and community security. They
have worked to rehabilitate mined-out or degraded lands,
and they have provided legal aid to those affected in galamsey
communities while holding the government to its promises
to curb galamsey.**

One such CSO, the Media Coalition against Galamsey, has
been pressuring the Akufo-Addo government to take action.
To promote reforestation and rejuvenation of galamsey

sites, the nongovernmental organization Partners of Nature
Africa initiated a project to plant rubber-tree seedlings on
degraded land at a mining site at Peminanse in the Asiwa
District of the Ashanti region.”” CSO Tropenbos Ghana has
been helping local communities rehabilitate mined-out lands
and teaching them to integrate good farming and settlement
practices around the mining sites.*® The Centre for Public
Interest Law provides courtroom representation and other
legal services to those affected by mining operations and

to those contending that the government or illegal mining
operators encroached on their rights.*”

Recommendations

Despite the meaningful work CSOs have been doing to curb
and mitigate the effects of illegal small-scale mining, there is
more to do: involve the affected communities in awareness
raising, dialogue with the government and international
community, create attractive alternative employment
opportunities, and provide safe places for those who are
physically or mentally abused. Moreover, the international
community and the Ghanaian and Chinese governments
should vigorously support the activities of CSOs.

Raising Awareness. One of the most important roles civil
society can and should continue to play is to raise awareness
regarding issues related to illegal mining. CSOs can raise
awareness about environmental and security issues that may
discourage local people from engaging in illegal mining.
They can convene hearings and meetings for local people
and government, including law enforcement officials,

where all parties can raise issues and work toward resolving
them. NGOs can appoint community mobilizers to talk to
people, record their complaints, and present the results to
government officials.

Dialogue with the Government and Local Officials. It is
imperative that CSOs in Ghana engage the government in
sustained dialogue on mitigating illegal mining. It is only
through proper communication that people in affected
communities will be able to understand the government’s
perspective. While it may be difficult to prevent officials from
taking bribes or becoming involved in corrupt activities,
CSOs can highlight the corruption that does come to light
and encourage transparency and accountability.

CSOs should increase efforts to engage local governments.
Local officials are directly involved in the communities and
sometimes facilitate illegal activities for profit. Engaging local
government officials—and appealing for central government
and law enforcement intervention where necessary—will
increase accountability and transparency.

Programs to Develop Alternative Employment
Opportunities. Civil societies can work with the local and
central government officials to develop other opportunities
for those who have lost their livelihoods due to illegal
mining. Local and international NGOs working in Ghana
should continue to offer skill-building training programs.

It should prioritize women and men from marginalized
backgrounds, female and single-headed households, people
with disabilities, and others who may have a harder time
coping with the loss of livelihood. These programs could help
discourage criminal or extremist activity.

CSOs that advance alternative employment opportunities in
Ghana’s mining regions may also be able to prevent or reduce
violence. Targeting female-headed households for alternate
employment programs will help reduce the burden on
women who are forced to work long hours in mining while
also caring for children. Accountability and transparency
mechanisms and other initiatives should supplement these
efforts, and CSOs are in a key position to establish them.

Safe Houses. CSOs, including religious groups, should
establish safe houses for survivors of assault, rape, or other
gender-based violence. These organizations must also
connect survivors of violence to appropriate services such as
hospitals, counseling, police, and lawyers.

Transnational Advocacy. CSOs have immense potential to
build transnational and regional advocacy networks. CSOs
in Ghana should ally with CSOs elsewhere to jointly pressure
their respective governments to resolve problems stemming
from illegal mining. Civil societies can also press countries to
take the matter to the United Nations, which can encourage
the international community to devise solutions.*® For
example, the Norwegian Agency for Development
Cooperation have supported CSO efforts to rehabilitate
mined-out lands, providing resources for rehabilitation
projects in galamsey areas.”
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Conclusion

This policy brief proposes peaceful means for curbing Chinese
galamsey in Ghana through greater reliance on CSOs. Forceful
curbing of galamsey will only lead to more violence and abrupt
loss of livelihoods. Grievances will increase, aggravating the
challenges communities already face.

The government’s ban on illegal mining and violent
crackdowns are compounding the problem while failing

to tackle it systematically. The problem of Chinese illegal
mining in Ghana is both serious and complicated. It
secures livelihoods for some and destroys it for others. It
creates dependencies, incites violence, reduces security, and
severely depletes natural resources. By bringing together all
stakeholders—the local mining communities, the Ghanaian
government, and international actors—we believe mobilizing
CSOs will help Ghanaian communities address the problem
holistically.

References

1. Fernando Aragon and Juan Pablo Rud, “Gold Mining and Living
Standards in Ghanaian Households” (International Growth Center,
January 2011-March 2012).

2. Gordon Crawford et al., “The Impact of Chinese Involvement in
Small-Scale Gold Mining in Ghana,” E-33110-GHA-1 (International
Growth Center, May 2015); Gabriel Botchwey and Gordon Crawford,
“Lifting the Lid on Ghana’ Illegal Small-Scale Mining Problem,”

The Conversation (September 25, 2019).

3. Botchwey and Crawford, “Lifting the Lid”; Jeremy Luedj,
“Galamsey in Ghana and China’s Tllegal Gold Rush” (Asia by Africa,
January 16, 2019).

4. “Ghana: Artisanal and Small-Scale Mining Formalization,” Project
Information Document, Report No: PIDISDSC25363 (Washington, DC:
World Bank, January 23, 2019).

5. Gavin Hilson, “Artisanal and Small-Scale Mining and Agriculture:
Exploring Their Links in Rural sub-Saharan Africa,” Issue Paper
(London: International Institute for Environment and Development,
March 2016).

6. Government of Ghana, “Minerals and Mining Policy of Ghana—
Ensuring Mining Contributes to Sustainable Development” (November
2014), https://www.extractiveshub.org/servefile/getFile/id/798.

7. Gavin Hilson and Abigail Hilson, “Entrepreneurship, Poverty and
Sustainability: Critical Reflections on the Formalization of Small-Scale
Mining in Ghana” (International Growth Center, April 10, 2015).

8. Gabriel Botchwey et al., “South-South Irregular Migration: The Impacts
of Chinas Informal Gold Rush in Ghana,” International Migration Vol. 57,
No. 4 (2019), pp. 310-28; Botchwey and Crawford, “Lifting the Lid”

9. Luedi, “Galamsey in Ghana”

10. Minerals and Mining Act in Ghana (2006), https://
resourcegovernance.org/sites/default/files/Minerals%20and %20
Mining%20Act%20703%20Ghana.pdf; Gordon Crawford and Gabriel
Botchwey, “Conflict, Collusion and Corruption in Small-Scale Gold
Mining: Chinese Miners and the State in Ghana,” Commonwealth and
Comparative Politics, Vol. 55, No. 4 (2017), pp. 444-70.

11. “House Rent for Only Chinese,” My Joy Online (June 25, 2013).
12. Hilson and Hilson, “Entrepreneurship, Poverty and Sustainability”

13. Crawford and Botchwey, “Conflict, Collusion and Corruption”;
Stanley Martey, “Mud Instead of Clean Water!!! How GWCL Is
Struggling Due to Galamsey Canker,” Peace FM Online News (June 8,
2019).

14. Juliane Kippenbery, “Mercury, Ghana’s Poisonous Problem,” Graphic
Online (October 10, 2014); Aboka Yaw et al., “Review of Environment
and Health Impacts of Mining in Ghana,” Journal of Health and
Pollution Vol. 8, No.1 (2018), pp. 43-42.

15. Jeremy Luedi, “Chinese Galamsey and the Illegal Allure of Ghana’s
Gold Rush (Part 1), The Daily Statesman (October 2, 2019).

16. “Chinese National Arrested for Selling Guns,” Graphic Online
(November 1, 2016).

17. Edward Burrows and Lucia Bird, “Gold, Guns, and China:
Ghana’s Fight to End Galamsey,” (Geneva: Global Initiative Against
Transnational Crime, May 30, 2017).

18. “Police Storm Community as Angry Youth Burn Mining Equipment
in Eastern Region,” GhanaWeb (April 12, 2020). Many policymakers
and academics have argued that young unemployed people are prime
recruitment targets for insurgent and terrorist groups. See Guy Lamb et
al,, “Rumors of Peace, Whispers of War: Assessment of the Reintegration
of Ex Combatants into Civilian Life in North Kivu, South Kivu, and
Ituri, Democratic Republic of Congo,” Working Paper (Washington,

DC: World Bank, 2012); Jairo Munive and Finn Stepputat, “Rethinking
Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration Programs,” Stability:
International Journal of Security and Development Vol. 4, No. 1 (2015).
Studies have established significant connections between unemployment
amongst youths and attraction to terrorism activities in the Middle

East, North Africa, Afghanistan, and Pakistan region. See Aniruddha
Bagchi and Jomon A. Paul, “Youth Unemployment and Terrorism in

the MENAP (Middle East, North Africa, Afghanistan, and Pakistan)
Region,” Socio-Economic Planning Sciences Vol. 64 (2018), pp. 9-20.

WIIS poLicybrief February, 2021 5


https://www.extractiveshub.org/servefile/getFile/id/798
https://resourcegovernance.org/sites/default/files/Minerals%20and%20Mining%20Act%20703%20Ghana.pdf
https://resourcegovernance.org/sites/default/files/Minerals%20and%20Mining%20Act%20703%20Ghana.pdf
https://resourcegovernance.org/sites/default/files/Minerals%20and%20Mining%20Act%20703%20Ghana.pdf

WOMEN IN INTERNATIONAL SECURITY

19. Report of the UN Secretary-General on Social Analysis of Ghana’s
Artisanal and Small-Scale Mining Sector (2016).

20. Tara Rava Zolnikov, “Effects of the Government’s Ban in Ghana on
Women in Artisanal and Small-Scale Gold Mining,” Resources Policy
Vol. 65, No. 101561 (March 2020).

21. Sofia Christensen, “Ghana Just Scratching Surface of Illegal Gold
Mining,” VOA News (May 27, 2019); Stephanie Barrientos, “Women in
Cocoa Production: Where Is the Gender Equity?” The Guardian (March
8,2013); Roy Maconachie and Elizabeth Fortin, “On Ghana’s Cocoa
Farms, Fairtrade Is Not Yet Working for Women,” The Guardian (March
11, 2016).

22. “Tllegal Mining in Ghana Will Create Risk to Social Stability,’
Mining Review Africa (May 28, 2018).

23. Jonas Nyabor, “Ghana’s ‘Galamsey Kids’: Children Left Behind by
Chinese Miners,” Citi Newsroom (April 16, 2018).

24. Gordon Crawford et al., “The Impact of Chinese Involvement in
Small-Scale Gold Mining in Ghana” (International Growth Center,
Dec. 1,2013).

25. Afua Hirsch, “Ghana Deports Thousands in Crackdown on Illegal
Chinese Goldminers,” The Guardian (July 15, 2013).

26. “Galamseyers Will ‘Fight to Death’—Aning,” Ghana Web (October
20, 2016); Abdulai Abdul-Gafaru, “The Galamsey Menace in Ghana:
A Political Problem Requiring Political Solutions?” Policy Brief No. 5
(University of Ghana Business School, June 2017).

27. “Inter-Ministerial Committee on Illegal Mining to be Dissolved
Soon,” Modern Ghana (July 7, 2020). See also Ministry of Environment,
Science, Technology, and Innovation, “Government Outlines Measures
to Lift Small-Scale Mining,” press release (Accra: GNA, August 2018).

28. Dominic Moses Awiah, “Operation Vanguard Launched to Wipe
Out Galamsey,” Graphic Online (August 1, 2017).

29. Edwin Appiah, “Operation Vanguard Soldier Allegedly ‘Pockets up
to GH¢45k Biweekly’ from Illegal Miners,” Ghana Report (February 1,
2020); Burrows and Bird, “Gold, Guns, and China.”

30. “Lack of Prosecution Hindering Fight against ‘Galamsey’—
Operation Vanguard,” GhanaWeb (February 4, 2020).

31. “Two Groups Question Government over Seized Galamsey
Excavators,” Ghana Broadcasting Corporation (January 29, 2020).

32. Sefanam Agboli, “Excavators Are Not Mobile Phones, Find Them—
Ashigbe Tells Minister,” Ghana Report (January 29, 2020).

33. “Chinese Boy, 16, Killed during Crackdown on Illegal Gold Mining
in Ghana,” ABC News (October 15, 2012); “Ghana Probes Death of
Illegal Chinese Gold Miner;” BBC (October 15, 2012).

34. Dan Levin, “Ghana’s Crackdown on Chinese Gold Miners Hits One
Rural Area Hard,” New York Times (June 29, 2013).

35. “Police Storm Community as Angry Youth Burn Mining Equipment
in Eastern Region,” GhanaWeb (April 12, 2020).

36. “Chinese Galamseyers Take Over Wassa Forests,” Ghana Web
(October 20, 2016).

37.Ishaq Akmey Alhassan, “Galamsey and the Making of a Deep
State in Ghana: Implications for National Security and Development,’
Research on Humanities and Sciences Vol. 4, No. 16 (2014), pp. 47-56.

38. “Lack of Prosecution Hindering Fight,” Ghana Web; “Operation
Vanguard Ordered to Withdraw from All Illegal Mining Areas,”
GhanaWeb (February 27, 2020).

39. Nathan Andrews, “Digging for Survival and/or Justice? The Drivers
of Illegal Mining Activities in Western Ghana,” Africa Today 62, No. 2
(2015), pp. 3-24.

40. “Galamseyers will ‘fight to death’ > Ghana Web.
41. Alhassan, “Galamsey and the Making of a Deep State.”

42. James Boafo, Sebastian Angzoorokuu Paalo and Senyo Dotsey,
“Illicit Chinese Small-Scale Mining in Ghana: Beyond Institutional
Weakness?” Sustainability 11, No. 21 (2019).

43. Keith Slack, “In Ghana, Civil Society Is Driving Mining and Oil
Reforms,” Politics of Poverty blog (Boston and Washington, DC: Oxfam,
September 2017).

44. “Implement New Mining Policy Effectively—Media Coalition
against Galamsey Tells Government,” My Joy Online (December
14, 2012); “Rehabilitation of Mined-Out Areas and Mercuric Mine
Tailing in Gbane in the Talensi District,” (Accra: UNDP), https://
sgp.undp.org/spacial-itemid-projects-landing-page/spacial-
itemid-project-search-results/spacial-itemid-project-detailpage.
html?view=projectdetail&id=27746; “Two Groups Question
Government,” Ghana Broadcasting Corporation; Boafo, Paalo and
Dotsey, “Illicit Chinese Small-Scale Mining in Ghana?”

45. “NGO Plants Rubber Seedlings on Reclaimed Galamsey Land,
GhanaWeb (September 26, 2017).

46. Tropenbos Ghana, “Securing Food and Ecosystem Services in Min-
ing Plagued Regions of Ghana,” http://www.tropenbosghana.org/proj-
ects/securing+food+and+ecosystem+services+in+mining+plagued-+re-
gions+of+ghana.

47. Centre for Public Interest Law (Accra), “Extractive Communities
Human Rights & Legal Support Programme,” webpage, http://www.
cepil.org.gh/programmes/extractive-communities-human-rights-and-
legal-support.

48. Margaret E. Keck and Kathryn Sikkink. “Transnational Advocacy
Networks in International and Regional Politics,” International Social
Science Journal Vol 51, No. 159 (1999), pp. 89-101.

49. “Ministry Lauds NGOs for Their Role in Curbing Illegal Mining in
Ghana,” GhanaWeb (June 20, 2019).

WIIS poLicybrief February, 2021 6


https://sgp.undp.org/spacial-itemid-projects-landing-page/spacial-itemid-project-search-results/spacial-itemid-project-detailpage.html?view=projectdetail&id=27746
https://sgp.undp.org/spacial-itemid-projects-landing-page/spacial-itemid-project-search-results/spacial-itemid-project-detailpage.html?view=projectdetail&id=27746
https://sgp.undp.org/spacial-itemid-projects-landing-page/spacial-itemid-project-search-results/spacial-itemid-project-detailpage.html?view=projectdetail&id=27746
https://sgp.undp.org/spacial-itemid-projects-landing-page/spacial-itemid-project-search-results/spacial-itemid-project-detailpage.html?view=projectdetail&id=27746
http://www.tropenbosghana.org/projects/securing+food+and+ecosystem+services+in+mining+plagued+regions+of+ghana
http://www.tropenbosghana.org/projects/securing+food+and+ecosystem+services+in+mining+plagued+regions+of+ghana
http://www.tropenbosghana.org/projects/securing+food+and+ecosystem+services+in+mining+plagued+regions+of+ghana
http://www.cepil.org.gh/programmes/extractive-communities-human-rights-and-legal-support
http://www.cepil.org.gh/programmes/extractive-communities-human-rights-and-legal-support
http://www.cepil.org.gh/programmes/extractive-communities-human-rights-and-legal-support

WOMEN IN INTERNATIONAL SECURITY

About the Authors

Felicia Dede Addy

Felicia Dede Addy is a Political Officer at the Embassy of Japan to the Republic of Ghana
and a 2019 WIIS Next Generation Fellow. She holds a Master of Arts Degree in Interna-
tional Affairs from the Legon Center for International Affairs and Diplomacy (LECIAD),

University of Ghana.

Shikshya Adhikari

Shikshya Adhikari is a Program Manager at Center for Policy Research at Rockefeller
College, University at Albany and a 2019 WIIS Next Generation Fellow. She holds a Master
of Arts Degree in Political Science. She focuses on political violence and international
security. She is also a 2020-2021 Hans J. Morgenthau Fellow.

Chantal de Jonge Oudraat and Michael E. Brown,
The Gender and Security Agenda: Strategies for the
21st Century (London: Routledge, 2020)

Katelyn Jones and Julia Whiting, The Gendered
Dynamics of Gun Violence in Chicago, WIIS Policy Brief
(December 2020)

Grace Ndirangu and Pearl Karuhanga Atuhaire, The
Gendered Impact of Covid-19 among Ugandan and
Kenyan Refugees, WIIS Policy Brief (November 2020)

1325 And Beyond: Winning Essays (Washington, DC:
WIIS, 2020)

Chantal de Jonge Oudraat, Kayla McGill and Zi Xue,
The WIIS Gender Scorecard: Think Tanks and Journals-
Spotlight on the Nuclear Security Community,

WIIS Policy Brief (September 2020)

Clodagh Quain and Isabelle Roccia, NATO and 5G:
Managing “High Risk” Vendors and Other Outsourced
Infrastructure, WIIS Policy Brief (May 28, 2020)

Kulani Abendroth-Dias and Carolin Kiefer, Artificial
Intelligence is Already Transforming the Alliance: It is
Time for NATO and the EU to Catch Up, WIIS Policy
Brief (May 2020)

Nad’a Koval¢ikova and Gabrielle Tarini, Stronger
Together: NATO's Evolving Approach toward China,
WIIS Policy Brief (May 2020)

Shannon Zimmerman, The Value of a Feminist Foreign
Policy, WIIS Policy Brief (February 2020)

Sarah Kenny, Women of the Alt-Right: An Intersectional
Study of Far-Right Extremism, Gender, & Identity in the
United States, WIIS Policy Brief (August 2019)

Pear] Karuhanga Atuhaire & Grace Ndirangu, Removing
Obstacles to Women’s Participation at the Peace Table and
in Politics, WIIS Policy Brief (March 2019)

Chantal de Jonge Oudraat & Soraya Kamali-Nafar, The
WIIS Gender Scorecard: Washington, DC Think Tanks,
WIIS Policy Brief (September 2018)

Pearl Karuhanga Atuhaire & Grace Ndirangu, Sexual
and Gender Based Violence in Refugee Settings in Kenya
and Uganda, WIIS Policy Brief (June 2018)

Luisa Ryan & Shannon Zimmerman, Gender Parity in
Peace Operations: Opportunities for US Engagement,
WIIS Policy Brief (June 2018)

RECENT WIIS PUBLICATIONS brlef

Velomahanina T. Razakamaharavo, Luisa Ryan, &
Leah Sherwood, Improving Gender Training in UN
Peacekeeping Operations, WIIS Policy Brief (May 2018)

Spencer Beall, Missing Figures: The Cybersecurity Gender
Gap, WIIS Working Paper (May 2018)

Chantal de Jonge Oudraat and Michael E. Brown,
WPS+GPS: Adding Gender to the Peace and Security
Equation, WIIS Policy Brief (November 2017)

Hamoon Khelghat Doost, Women in Jihadist
Organizations: Victims or Terrorists?, WIIS Policy Brief
(May 2017)

Jeannette Gaudry Haynie and Chantal de Jonge Oudraat,
Women, Gender, and Terrorism: Understanding Cultural
and Organizational Differences, WIIS Policy Brief

(April 2017)

Ellen Haring, Equipping and Training Modifications for
Combat Arms Women, WIIS Policy Brief (January 2017)

Fauziya Abdi Ali, Women Preventing Violent Extremism:
Broadening the Binary Lens of “Mothers and Wives,”
WIIS-HoA Policy Brief (February 2017)

Jeannette Gaudry Haynie and Chantal de Jonge
Oudraat, Women, Gender, and Terrorism: Policies and
Programming, WIIS Policy Brief (January 2017)

Jeannette Gaudry Haynie, Women, Gender, and
Terrorism: Gendered Aspects of Radicalization and
Recruitment, WIIS Policy Brief (September 2016)

Antonieta Rico and Ellen Haring, Combat Integration
Handbook: A Leader’s Guide to Success (September 2016)

Chantal de Jonge Oudraat and Michael E. Brown,
Women, Gender, and Terrorism: The Missing Links,
WIIS Policy Brief (August 2016)

Chantal de Jonge Oudraat, Sonja Stojanovic-Gajic,
Carolyn Washington and Brooke Stedman, The

1325 Scorecard: Gender Mainstreaming Indicators for
the Implementation of UNSCR 1325 and its Related
Resolutions (Brussels,Washington, DC and Belgrade:
NATO-SPS Programme, WIIS and Belgrade Centre for
Security Policy, October 2015)

Ellen Haring, Megan MacKenzie and Chantal de Jonge
Oudraat, Women in Combat: Learning from Cultural
Support Teams, WIIS Policy Brief (August 15, 2015)

WIIS poLicybrief February, 2021 7

EMBASSY
OF THE PRINCIPALITY OF LIECHTENSTEIN
WASHINGTON, D.C.

I d >
WIIS Policybriefs are
supported by the

Embassy of Liechtenstein
in Washington, DC.

ABOUT WIIS

Women In International Security (WIIS)
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